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Dutch report: cosmetic 
preservatives and 
fragrances most allergic

Isothiazolinones and fragrances cause 
the most allergic reactions to cosmetics, 
according to a recently released report 
in the Netherlands.

The Dutch National Institute for Public 
Health and the Environment (RIVM) says 
that erythema, scaling and itching were 
the most often reported symptoms and 
skin and hair products were the most 
reported product types. Most of the 
reactions reported were on the face  
and hands.

The RIVM has been tracking complaints 
by dermatologists made to its consumer 
exposure skin effects and surveillance 
monitoring system (CESES) since 2009.

And in its report Cosmetovigilance in 
the Netherlands 2016-17 it looks at 90 
notifications completed within CESES 
between October 2015 and 2017.

It found that isothiazolinone 
preservatives caused 21% of allergic 
reactions and fragrances 46%.

Three cases of allergic reactions to 
(meth)acrylates in nail products were 
also reported. The RIVM says it will be 
monitoring these products closely as 
this figure represents an increase over 
previous years.

Dermatologist notifications describe 
“undesirable reactions attributed to 
the use of cosmetics under normal, 
foreseeable circumstances”. Since an 
August 2017 update the CESES system 
has allowed reporting of complaints 
about tattoos.

See: www.chemicalwatch.com/65688 
(Published April 2018)

Global ban on animal testing 
hard to achieve, industry says

The EU’s call to establish a global ban  
on animal testing for cosmetics will 
prove challenging, say cosmetics 
industry groups.

Particular barriers, they say, include the 
lack of acceptance of alternative test 
methods internationally and getting 
countries that do not implement bans to 
reconsider their current approaches.

Last month, the European Parliament’s 
Environment Committee (Envi) voted to 
advocate for a worldwide ban on animal 
testing for cosmetics by 2023.

It proposed drafting an international 
convention against the testing of 
animals for cosmetics within the UN 
framework, and called for it to be 
included on the agenda of the next UN 
General Assembly meeting.

But a Cosmetics Europe spokesperson 
told Chemical Watch, that despite 
efforts from the cosmetics industry, 
alternative replacement test methods 
have not yet been developed or 
accepted for all toxicological endpoints.

The EU testing and marketing ban, that 
entered into force in March 2013, covers 
all endpoints, irrespective of whether 
a full set of alternatives methods is 
available to replace corresponding 
animal studies.

The trade body said this has “severely 
limited” industry’s ability to introduce 
new ingredients, use existing ones for 
new uses and respond to new questions 
regarding their safety.

The spokesperson added that 
amendments to Envi’s proposal, 
calling for resources to be allocated 
for fast development, validation and 
introduction of alternative testing 
methods to replace key toxicological 
endpoints were “extremely important”.

It was equally important that these 
alternative methods “received 
international regulatory acceptance for 
use in safety assessment of cosmetic 
ingredients and products”, they added

See: www.chemicalwatch.com/65539 
(Published March 2018)

Trade bodies say VOC 
emissions from consumer 
products decreasing

In response to a US study on volatile 
organic compounds (VOCs) in 
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consumer products, two major personal 
care and cleaning products trade 
associations say their industries have 
been managing and reducing VOC 
emissions for decades.

A recent study, published in the journal 
Science, found that stricter controls on 
air pollution have seen the emissions 
from transport decrease. In comparison, 
the study says, the proportion caused 
by household chemical products has 
decreased at a slower rate and now 
contributes half those emitted in 33 
industrialised cities.

The report authors conclude that 
household chemical products are an 
emerging source of urban VOCs and 
therefore the efforts to reduce pollution 
should shift onto these.

‘Minimal impact’

The American Cleaning Institute (ACI) 
issued a statement, saying that the 
findings on VOCs in consumer products 
should be put into the context of 
changes manufacturers have made to 
manage emissions.

It says that in California – which is 
referenced in the study – regulators 
have placed limitations on such 
chemicals in most consumer products 
over the past three decades.

“Laundry and dishwashing products 
in particular have a minimal impact 
on VOC emissions overall through the 
selection of ingredients that biodegrade 
during wastewater treatment,” the 
statement says.

ACI senior director of technical and 
regulatory affairs, Kathleen Stanton, told 
Chemical Watch that manufacturers 
have taken steps, from using 
ingredients with lower VOC content to 
reformulation of the product.

The Personal Care Products Council 
(PCPC) published a statement on its 
website, saying that since the California 
Clean Air Act of 1988, industry has 
“reformulated many of its cosmetics 
and personal care products, utilising low 
vapour pressure VOCs, fully complying 
with the state’s stringent clean air 
requirements.”

As a result, it says, the amount of VOC 
emissions from these products has 
“steadily decreased for more than 
twenty years”.

See: www.chemicalwatch.com/64346 
(Published February 2018)

US analysis raises 
concern about household 
chemical product VOCs

The proportion of volatile organic 
compounds (VOCs) emissions caused 
by household chemical products is rising 
relative to that from transportation, 
according to analysis by scientists in the 
US and Canada.

Cars and other vehicles powered by 
petroleum fuels emit VOCs, which react 
to produce fine particulate matter and 

ozone, both of which are harmful to the 
respiratory tract.

However, the study found that while 
emissions from transportation are 
falling, those from volatile chemical 
products are declining more slowly. 
Such products include:

 » coatings;

 » printing inks;

 » adhesives;

 » cleaning agents;

 » personal care products; and

 » pesticides.

The report authors say that household 
chemical products can therefore be 
judged as an emerging source of  
urban VOCs. 

See: www.chemicalwatch.com/64232 
(Published February 2018)
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