
Chemical Watch is delighted to provide 
the electrical and electronics sector 
homepage – a lens through which you  
can view our latest coverage about,  
and relevant to this specific sector.

This exciting feature pulls together news 
stories written about the electrical and 
electronics sector, along with coverage 
of interest to anyone working within  
this sector.

In other words, we’re putting everything 
relevant to you and your organisation 
within easy reach. 

www.chemicalwatch.com/
electricalelectronics

Arab states notify WTO 
of RoHS-like regulation

A number of Arab states have notified 
the WTO of a draft technical Regulation 
to restrict the use of certain hazardous 
substances in electrical and electronic 
equipment.

Once in force, the regulation would 
establish the requirements for products 
placed on the market within Bahrain, 
Kuwait, Oman, Qatar, Saudi Arabia, 
United Arab Emirates and Yemen. 
They are with a view to contributing 
to the protection of human health 
and the environment, including the 
environmentally sound recovery and 
disposal of waste.

The 45-page regulation includes a list 
of prohibited substances in materials. 
These include, with a maximum 
permissible concentrations (in weight) 
of 0.1%:

 » lead;

 » mercury;

 » hexavalent chromium;

 » polybrominated biphenyls (PBB);

 » polybrominated diphenyl ethers 
(PBDE);

 » bis(2-ethylhexyl) phthalate (DEHP);

 » butyl benzyl phthalate (BBP);

 » dibutyl phthalate (DBP); and

 » diisobutyl phthalate (DIBP).

 » It also lists cadmium with a maximum 
permissible concentration of 0.01%. 

The restriction on DEHP, BBP, DBP 
and DIBP will apply to medical devices, 
including in vitro, and monitoring and 
control instruments, including those for 
industry, from 22 July 2021. 

It will not apply to those substances 
in cables or spare parts for the repair, 
reuse, updating of functionalities or 
upgrading of capacity of EEE, placed on 
the market before 22 July 2019. Nor will 
it apply to medical devices placed on the 
market before 22 July 2021.

There is currently no proposed date of 
adoption. The regulation will enter into 
force 180 days after publication in the 
official gazettes of the states. 

The states all belong to the Gulf 
Cooperation Council’s (GCC) 
standardisation organisation (GSO).

See: www.chemicalwatch.com/65677 
(Published April 2018)

China releases RoHS2 
catalogue and exemption list

China’s Ministry of Industry and 
Information Technology (MIIT) has 
published a list of electrical and 
electronic products that must comply 
with RoHS Regulations. And it has also 
published a list of use exemptions.

The documents were released on 15 
March and will come into force on 12 
March 2019. The catalogue contains 
the same 12 types of electrical and 
electronic products listed in the draft 
issued last year.

RoHS2 is the unofficial name for China’s 
amended regulations on hazardous 

substances in electrical appliances and 
electronic products, issued under MIIT 
Order 32. Initially voluntary it has been 
replaced by this mandatory version.

The final version of the catalogue is very 
similar to the draft, but it describes the 
scope for television sets. This includes:

cathode-ray tube (black-and-white, 
colour) TVs;

 » LCD TVs;

 » Oled TVs;

 » rear-projection TVs;

 » mobile TV receiving terminals; and

 » other TV tuner (high-frequency head) for 
receiving signals and restoring images 
and acoustic terminal equipment.

It also includes a provision setting out an 
exemption for some printers.

The catalogue states that the products 
listed are out of scope, when used as 
part of products not listed. However, 
when products are not clearly identified 
for end use and are sold separately, they 
fall within it.

Like the EU RoHS Directive, some 
applications are exempt from the 
substance restrictions, including 39 
uses of lead, cadmium, mercury and 
hexavalent chromium in electrical or 
electronic products.

See: www.chemicalwatch.com/65287 
(Published March 2018)
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Sweden takes action on 
16 electronics importers

The Swedish Chemicals Agency 
(Kemi) has reported 16 companies 
to environmental prosecutors after 
investigators found prohibited levels 
of hazardous chemicals in products, 
including lead in imported electronics.

In 2017, Kemi conducted a review 
of 19 commodity importers - mostly 
of electronics products - that it had 
previously notified to prosecutors. It 
found that sixteen of them were still not 
complying with chemicals legislation 
and subsequently reported them.

In total, 261 goods were checked, 
including consumer electronics, toys 
and sporting goods. In 61 of them – 23% 
of the total – at least one dangerous 
substance was detected above the limit 
value, the agency said.

All companies have now stopped selling 
the products that contained harmful 
substances, Kemi added.

The most common violation was high 
levels of lead found in the soldering of 
electrical and electronic components. 
The second was soft plastic containing 
short-chain chlorinated paraffins, which 
are suspected carcinogens. Plasticisers 
and phthalates were also detected in 
some of the products.

Many of the audited importers sell low-
cost products, in which it “usually finds 
hazardous substances,” the agency said.

Most of the inspected companies 
have improved controls on chemicals, 
inspector Camilla Westlund said, “but 
still many products contain hazardous 
substances”.

Slow process

The legal process for environmental 
cases in Sweden is lengthy and often 
does not lead to sanctions.

Between 2012 and 2016, the agency 
notified 664 instances of environmental 
violations for prosecution – and yet 435 
of the 500 cases processed in the legal 
system were cancelled because of a lack 
of evidence. Fines were imposed only in 
13% of the cases.

See: www.chemicalwatch.com/64208 
(Published February 2018)

Brazil to propose RoHS-like 
regulation for electronics

The Brazilian government has 
announced plans to propose a 
regulation similar to the EU’s Directive 
on the Restriction of Hazardous 
Substances (RoHS) in electrical and 
electronic equipment (EEE).

The environment ministry (MMA)  
says the absence of regulation on 
hazardous substances in EEE can 
endanger the health of workers 
involved in manufacturing and recycling 
processes; consumers who use the 
products; and they can negatively 
impact the environment.

Currently, there is only a 
recommendation – within an official 
document by the Ministry of Planning, 
Budget and Management (MPOG) – for 

public bodies to purchase products and 
materials that do not contain hazardous 
substances in a concentration above that 
recommended in the EU RoHS Directive.

Industry input 
At the end of December, the MMA 
released a questionnaire asking 
manufacturers, importers and exporters 
of EEE to provide information about 
their awareness of, and experience of 
complying with, the EU’s RoHS.

This information, it says, will  
help support the drafting of the 
proposed regulation.

Launching the questionnaire, Jair 
Tannus Junior, secretary of water 
resources and environmental quality, 
said input from the private sector is 
“extremely important” because it will 
enable the government to create a 
proposal appropriate for Brazil.

See: www.chemicalwatch.com/62850 
(Published January 2018)

Viewing our coverage through our 
electrical and electronics sector 
filter will make it easier for you to 
ensure you don’t miss any of our 
coverage of these developments. 

Take a look today to see for 
yourself how it might help you  
keep on top of key developments  
in this sector.

View the full range of articles on 
the electrical and electronics sector 
here: www.chemicalwatch.com/electricalelectronics

For full access, sign up for a free trial today and get two weeks’ unlimited 
access to Chemical Watch. Register here: www.chemicalwatch.com/register

Electrical and 
electronics best-of page
To showcase some of our best 
coverage from this sector, Chemical 
Watch has pulled together a sample 
of our best electrical and electronics 
articles from recent months, which  
are available to view right away, or 
via a quick and simple one-time 
registration (free of charge). 

VIEW 
HERE

www.chemicalwatch.com/bestof/
electrical-electronics
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